POLICE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF BURLINGTON

VERMONT

MEDIA RELEASE
INCIDENT TYPE: DATE/TIME REPORTED:
Suspicious Event (gunfire) 8/27/2021 0657 hours
INCIDENT NUMBER: LOCATION:
21BU013793 275 Main Street
INVESTIGATOR: INVESTIGATOR CONTACT:
Det. Chenette 802-658-2700
AUTHOR: APPROVED BY:
Sgt. Vincent Ross Acting Chief of Police Murad
SUSPECT: AGE: | SUSPECT ADDRESS:
Unknown N/A N/A

NARRATIVE:

On August 27, 2021 at about 0657 hours the Burlington Police Department responded to
Edmunds Elementary School, 275 Main Street, for a report of a bullet hole that was discovered
in a classroom window. An initial investigation determined that a small-caliber round entered a
third-floor classroom window on the west side of the school and struck the adjacent interior wall.
A bullet consistent with pistol calibers was recovered from the classroom.

Further investigation by the Burlington Police Department Identification Unit, including a
trajectory analysis, indicated that the round was likely fired from the vicinity of South Winooski
Avenue and Main Street—a distance of more than 700 feet. Patrol officers, with assistance from
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Division of Warden Service and a canine, searched the area for
evidence. A bullet casing and expended rounds were ultimately recovered in different locations
and will be analyzed to determine if they are associated with this incident.

Officers on scene conducted interviews and discovered that witnesses in more than one location
heard several gunshots in the early morning hours, followed by vehicles fleeing the area.
Nevertheless, the Burlington Police Department received no calls for service regarding the
alleged gunfire at that time.

The preliminary investigation has not yielded evidence that this was a gunfire incident
specifically targeted at the school. A gunfire incident is one in which police have probable cause
that a firearm was discharged in the City of Burlington and reasonable suspicion that it was
discharged at another person or in a reckless manner. (This excludes suicides by firearm, self-
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inflicted gunshot wounds, and hunting discharges, although such discharges are nevertheless
unlawful in Burlington.) From 2012 to 2019, the annual average of gunfire incidents was two. In
2020 there were a dozen gunfire incidents. This is the twelfth gunfire incident of 2021.

“I commend our officers at BPD for their quick and thorough response that has confirmed yet
another gunfire incident, this one affecting school grounds,” said Mayor Miro Weinberger. “This
high rate of gunfire incidents, that is such a significant departure from our norm, is unacceptable.
It is clear that we need to urgently return resources to the Police Department and invest fully in
the public safety services that Burlingtonians need and expect.”

“Burlington’s patrol officers and detectives are currently doing the investigatory work that they
do so well,” said acting Chief of Police Jon Murad, “and we’re hopeful to have more information
about this incident soon. As a parent of kids in the Burlington School District, I’'m relieved that,
preliminarily, this incident does not appear to have been targeted against Edmunds Middle
School. But I’'m concerned by two things: one, that we’ve now experienced as many gunfire
incidents in 2021 as in all of 2020, particularly since 2020 was so much worse than any
preceding year, and two, that neighbors may be becoming sufficiently inured to these that they’re
not reporting them. Working with partners on a strategy to address this increase in gunfire is one
of my top operational priorities.”

Anyone with information about this incident is asked to contact the Burlington Police
Department at (802) 658-2704.
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