
Martha R. Lang, Ph.D.
138 Colchester Avenue
Burlington, VT 05401

(802) 862-1094
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President Shannon and Burlington City Couneilors “ , <
CitvHall fl rn
149 Church Street C
Burlington, VT 05401

Re: Mr. Taft’s Last Wifi and Testament

Dear President Shannon and Burlington City Councilors:

I am enclosing a copy ofMr. Taft’s Last Will and Testament, Would you please read it carefully?
On page three it is very clear what Mr. Taft’s intentions were ifthe property was no longer used
as a school. “.. JN TRUST. to use the said homestead premises and any and all buildings thereon
and the residuaiy portion of my estate, for the founding, erection. maintenance, and endowment
of a home for indigent men,. ..“ How does an art studio. owned by UVM. meet the intent of Mr.
Taft’s Last Will and Testament?

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

, I _ ,.

A
Martha R. Lang



LAST WILL AID TESTAM_N!.

I, of the City of

- Burlington, make this !fl revoking

all Dther Wills made by me.

I leave nothing to my legal heirs.

I leave nothing in my Will to my faithful house—

keeper, Alice Hurson, as I have otherwise provided for her.

I direct my Executors, within one year after my

death, to erect a monument on my cemetery lot, like the

sketch I leave herewith of 1ght oolored Barre granite with

four corner posts of the same atone with a plain letter “T’

on them.

To the City of Burlington, I give FIVE H1JN1flD

DOLLARS($500,) for the perpetual care and adorntuent of my

lot in Lake View Cemetery, if I shall not have already so

provided in my lifetime.

To my Executors I give certain remembrances v;hich I

wish distributed according to a written memorandum which I

have prepared and will leave with my Will.

My boniest cad property at the southeast corner of

Pearl and William Streets in the Oity of Burlington, Vermont,

I give and bequeath to the to be

kept and maintained for school urpoees— the buildings thereon

to be torn down and the front steps and terrace removed, as

they extend into the street.

: The rest anã residue of my estate , rol and personal,

and wherever situated, I give an de?isø to the F

BURLINGj,JRMONT with which tê buiid a school house on

my homestead lot as herein provided,

g i wish a plain and substantial building of red brick

r)
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to be built end trimmed with Berre granite. I would suggest

a one or tto etory building, with no tower or belfry, as the

fuMe on hand will pet. The sin and ooet of said

I building to be determined by my Zzeouton and the ThiiUing

.

Committee of the Board of Sohool Corieeionen at the tin

when my Izeoutors deo le.there is money enough on head in my

estate to build te same. Said building shall be oalled the

If at my death the residue of my estate, whioh I

have herein given to build a sohool building, in the Jiigaat

of my fleoutors is not sufficient for that parpose then I

direot my temitors and authorise them to invest and ree

invest such residue— say five or ten years— until nob

residue shall in their Judgment be suffioient to build nob

sohool building.

tnab the Bobool Ooaiiseioners flU maintain a bed

I of flowers in frost of said eoheol building, both on Pearl

I;

and on Williams Btreet.

In oase the City of Burlington shall not within two

years after the probate of my will aooept the gift of my

homestead premises and the residuary portion of my estate in

this Will contained, upon the conditions speoified therein, or

in case said homestead premises and sai’ buildings at any time

standing tbereon shall not be kept or used by the City ef

Burlington for school piupoeee(exoept as san say he nde use

of by my Kzeoutorswhile my estate is being settled or

cumuled, then and in either such event it is my will that

any and all right, title and interest of the City of

Burlington in and to said homestead premises and said residuary

t )



pcrtion Ot ry estate shall cease and trnLinate) and in such

event I do give, devise and bequeath my aiJ hcniestead

preiiises nd any bui1dir standing thereon, 11 the

resLiu.Lry portion of rriy estate, unto fliy Executors, arid tbeir

successors, INTRUST to use s&ic hornested premises

Lfld iiy Lfl all buildings thereon and the residilLry portion

oI ny estate, for the founding, erection, Lnaintenanoe and

endo.eit of a honie for indigent ageci men, to he known as

and in such event

I give 1ii Executors and treir successors, authority to cause

a corioration to be formed under the laws of the state of

Verfrlont for the purpose of receiving an holding this

ievise and bequest ano aoonp1ishirig the objects thereof.

I ane LP,COVILE, MQYLFL

1ML, LEVIP,SMITHand HRVEYT.RUTTFR, to be inoorporators

arid trustees of Euch corporation, with power of succession.

I apoint £FN!LY ccrthF EDLTT!TDC.L1cER, my

EXFCJUTORS.

buriinton, Ve2!1(tIt, January 1 i

c ‘) 4
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• 1 , • •,
, • : .. . . .

IC;1Et) , IIF1: , PUflLIH-ED nd tCLAR:D ty above

nnr:c FLIHU P . TAFT , as ::i cr hi s LI”T i L1ANL TI ‘t:rr

I n tic preeric of us , in bi; presei.ee L.r4:i in the

prsc:ce of each otLer, anJ t his request1 .ri

exi;r;: ci: riction :.Lvu ‘ercucto subscribt;J our ne a;

b.itn:J;: ;.)orctc CL City cf urIineun , Veiz..ort , tiE;

/ ‘1 ay of January , ( .1) . 127.
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