
 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly Minutes 

Date of Assembly : 10 / 19 / 2017                Start Time: (Commence): 7:00 PM 

Location: DPW Building, Pine St.          Finish Time: (Adjourn):   9:10 PM 

Notetaker: Nate Orshan             

NPA:  
(choose one) 

Wards 

1 & 8 

Wards 

2 & 3 

Wards 

4 & 7 

Ward 

5 

 

Ward 

6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Joanna Grossman 

Elisa Nelson 

Nate Orshan 

Ben Traverse 

 

Discussion Topics and Action Items: 
 
(1) Open Forum 

Andy Simon, representative from the group Keep Burlington Telecom Local (KBTL), offered meeting 
attendees information re upcoming final decision by City Council on selecting a winning bidder for Burlington 
Telecom (BT). Joanna Grossman asked attendees for recommendations and suggestions for upcoming NPA 
meeting speakers. 
 
(2) Howard Center Services and Discussion re Interactions with Homeless People – Neil Matzner, 

Director of Crisis Services, and Tammy Boudah, Team Leader for the Street Outreach Team 

Answered attendees’ questions about people who panhandle, who seem to be homeless, or who seem to have 
mental health issues. Attendees learned about such things as calling First Call (488-7777) to request an 
assessment for someone who might be in imminent health risk, e.g., during freezing weather; Howard Center 
resources such as the street outreach team; and issues relating to the police department and homeless 
encampments. 
 
(3) Affordable Housing – Marcy Esbjerg, Assistant Director, CEDO 

Described analysis recently presented to the city council re current fair housing in the city and region 
(Chittenden, Grand Isle, and Franklin counties). Gave historic background of the legislation that lets cities like 
Burlington take action to further fair housing. Regarding segregation, apparently there currently isn’t a concern 
per the threshold set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, but there is an increasing trendline 
for segregation. 
 
(4) Update: The Generator– Chris Thompson, Executive Director 

Shared information about the new Generator space (on Sears Lane to the other side of the Miller Center parking 
lot), a maker’s space which teaches people how to use tools to fabricate and test product ideas and which also 
serves as a potential incubator for new businesses. 
 
(5) Update: City Market – Allison Hope, Director of Community Engagement, and John Tashiro, 

General Manager 

Shared charts demonstrating positive metrics at the current location on South Winooski Avenue. Stated that the 
new store on Flynn Avenue is on schedule to open by mid-November. Answered questions re serving lower-
income customers, encouraging multi-modal transportation, and setting prices for products. 
 
 



(6) Update: City Council re Oil Bollards and re Burlington Telecom – Joan Shannon, South End 

Councilor, and Chip Mason, Ward 5 Councilor 

Shared summary of recent report re the oil bollards off of Blanchard Beach, the conclusion of which is that not 
much is slated to change due to the high cost of removing the remaining bollards (e.g., removing three of the 
eight cost $1.4 million) and the fact that it’s the top scuba diving site in Lake Champlain. Discussed their recent, 
10/16 votes re choosing the last two competing bidders for BT, in which they voted for bidding firm Ting. 
Shannon described how Citibank says it will sue the city if KBTL wins the bid and how the threat is extremely 
credible, given a prior suit it filed in 2009. Mason reminded attendees that current BT asset-holder Blue Water 
Holdings has the right to say whether a bidder is a qualified purchaser 
 
Motion to adjourn adopted at 9:10 PM. 


