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Burlington Planning Commission 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

Conference Room 12, City Hall, 149 Church Street 

Minutes 
 

Present: A. Montroll, B. Baker, A. Friend, E. Lee, H. Roen, J. Wallace-Brodeur 

Staff: D. White, M. Tuttle, S. Gustin, L. Brelsford 

I. Agenda 

The chair called the meeting to order at 6:37pm. 

II. Public Forum 

There were no members of public who wished to speak.  

III. Report of the Chair 

The chair had nothing to report. 

IV. Report of the Director 

D. White: Will be occupied with the Form Based Code for downtown now that major projects have largely 

cleared the office. 36 applicants for the Planning Tech position, will be reviewing soon.  

M. Tuttle: Burlington’s Downtown and Neighborhood Development Areas were renewed through 2022 by the 

VT Downtown Board this week. Thanks to the Commission for contributions to the successes in the last 5 years. 

V. Presentation- Youth Board Member  

Eamon Dunn, a freshman at BHS, was introduced as interested in the Youth Board Member seat, and was 

joyously greeted by the board.   

M Tuttle: No formal appointment process by Council or Commission unless Commission would like to conduct 

a vote. Youth board member does not have a vote.  

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by J. Wallace-Brodeur, seconded by A. Friend, to nominate 

Eamon Dunn as the youth member.  

VI. Presentation- Regional Bike Share Pilot  

Katie Martin, CATMA, and Jim Barr, UVM, gave a presentation on a regional Bike Share pilot anticipated to 

launch Summer 2017, with 100 bikes in various locations on campuses and throughout Burlington.   

H. Roen: How do smart locks work? 
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K. Martin: Explained interface with smartphones for locking, reservations, etc.  Provisions will be make for those 

without smartphones. 

A. Friend: How large will the hubs be?  

J. Barr: 3-5 bikes per hub will be the average, with the larger hubs in the more popular locations 

accommodating up to 10 bikes. Not like docking stations in larger cities. These will utilize the standard 

“inverted U racks,” painted a different color.  

A. Friend: Is there a large enough demand from non-campus population to make this work?  

J. Barr: CCRPC/Local Motion conducted a feasibility study which anticipated broad usership; pilot will reveal 

usage. Trying to keep costs low to improve feasibility of system. 

VII. Proposed ZA-17-10 Green Roof Lot Coverage  

S. Gustin: Updated amendment per Commission’s request to define roof systems, distinguish between 

intensive and extensive, and make credits more straightforward. 

B. Baker: How can we enforce maintenance?  

S. Gustin: Failure to maintain will result in a violation subject to fines. 

D. White: The structural and financial threat of failure of a roof system will compel maintenance. These are no 

small endeavor. 

Gail Henderson-King, White & Burke: Positive that this amendment is clear and straight-forward; however, 

other communities do not distinguish between intensive and extensive, and reiterate D. White point that these 

are considerably more expensive than conventional roofs, which will motivate maintenance.  

E. Lee: Are any of the roofs at the hospital less than 6”, extensive roof? 

G. Henderson-King: The Radiation-Oncology Building 

E. Lee: Can people walk on it? 

G. Henderson-King: Yes. 

J. Wallace-Brodeur: Why do we delineate between extensive and intensive? 

S. Gustin: Intensive roofs sustain durability and foot traffic. Also have a better appearance. 

H. Roen:  And have more storm water benefits. 

A. Montroll: UVM wanted clarity on the Green Roof issue; increasing campus lot coverage was not the issue. 

There has been uncertainty in the campus lot coverage figure due to a DRB decision around the Radiation-

Oncology Building for years. 

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by A. Friend, seconded by E. Lee, to approve the Municipal 

Bylaw Amendment report and warn the amendment for public hearing. 

VIII. Proposed ZA-17-12 CDO Technical Corrections  

S. Gustin: Presented list of “house-keeping” issues and indicated that they are all a result of day-to-day 

implementation of the ordinance and that they do not impact policy. 

A. Montroll: Supportive of all of these corrections; however, some fall under house-keeping and others seem to 

impact policy. Suggest dividing out policy items, such as sign illumination, and lot size, for the public hearing. 

S. Gustin: The amendment related to lot size is simply an error that was not corrected in a previous 

amendment.  
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B Baker: “Appendix B” is really helpful and the Planning & Zoning Office should maintain it and keep it up to 

date. Need some ways for the ordinance to be more readable and navigable for the public. 

A Montroll: Request that the department keep “Appendix B” up-to-date even if it is removed from the 

ordinance.  

M Tuttle: If the Commission approves warning these amendments for hearing, with a separate amendment for 

lighted signage, should note that a new ZA-17-13 and a new report will be included in that hearing.  

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by E. Lee, seconded by J. Wallace-Brodeur, to approve the 

Municipal Bylaw amendment report and warn the amendments for public hearing, with lighted signage in the 

enterprise districts as a separate amendment. 

IX. Committee Reports  

A Friend: The ordinance committee met to work on the Green Roof lot coverage amendment that was 

discussed at this meeting. 

X. Commissioner Items 

The Commission agreed to cancel April 11 and April 25 meetings due to Commissioner conflicts and schedule 

one special meeting on April 18. 

XI. Minutes & Communications 

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by B. Baker, seconded by A. Friend, to accept the minutes of 

the February 28, 2017 meeting and the communications. 

XII. Adjourn 

The commission unanimously approved a motion by E. Lee, seconded by H. Roen, to adjourn the meeting at 

8:05 pm. 

 

 
________________________________________________    Signed: April 21, 2017 

Andy Montroll, Chair 

 

 
_________________________________________________  

Submitted by: Meagan Tuttle, Comprehensive Planner 

 


