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Meeting Notes 
Tuesday, June 6, 2017 at 12:00pm 

City Hall, Conference Room 17  
 

Commissioners Present: H Roen, E Lee, J Wallace-Brodeur 

Staff Present: M Tuttle, M Needle (CCRPC) 

1. Agenda 
Add a discussion item to talk about planBTV South End to end of meeting. 

 

2. Regional Energy Plan- Municipal Data Guides 

 
M Tuttle provided a draft memo with responses to CCRPC’s five questions related to Municipal Energy 

Data Guides, including input from Burlington Electric Department.  

 

M Needle indicated staff at CCRPC willing to bring comments forward to Energy subcommittee about 

revising the methodology for municipal share of future projections.  

 

M Tuttle clarified that the importance of comments about the methodology is because the municipal 

share assumes that energy generated within the municipality. This has an impact on Burlington’s land use 

constraints and does not recognize achievements that have been made that serve its own municipal rate-

payers. If considered on a regional level, then not as big of an issue, but CCRPC utilized population as the 

metric to assign shares. Burlington has a large population, but not land area, and development patterns 

could lead to a smaller energy footprint per capita. 

 

M Needle clarified that constraints mean an identified limitation needs to be field verified. A possible 

constraint is something you could potentially develop on, but will encourage impacts to be minimized. 

Known constraints are more restrictive.  

 

Discussion ensued about whether city parks should be considered as constraints. M Needle clarified that 

“development” in this exercise means commercial, residential and renewable energy generation and 

seeks to ensure they’re treated equally. M Tuttle noted that some of the constraints don’t seem to make 

sense now because of the shift from “base” and “prime” generation areas to “possible” and “known” 

constraints. If parks are to be a constraint, they should be possible constraints, because it could be 

appropriate to locate renewable energy on top of parking lots or park facilities. After further discussion, 

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/pz


Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Notes                 p. 2 
Tuesday, June 6, 2017 
 

the committee concluded that parks should not be a constraint, and that all other locally identified 

constraints should be considered possible, not known. 

  

Regarding question of preferred sites, committee agreed with state policy to encourage development of 

renewable resources on top of built structures and parking lots, but was not comfortable with picking out 

specific locations without larger public process—potentially as part of the MDP update. However, do 

want to identify Landfill Park as a priority site, so make sure it is not a constraint, too.  

 

Regarding the proposed policy statement in the Regional Energy Plan stating renewable generation “shall 

not” take place in areas with known constraints, the committee did not feel comfortable weighing in until 

the CCRPC gets feedback from the Public Service Board. Staff at the RPC feels that this is a very restrictive 

statement, and are debating whether or not this is a better policy discussion for a town plan versus a 

regional plan.  

 

M Tuttle will update memo and provide to Commission to weigh in at next meeting. 

 

3. planBTV South End 
M Tuttle updated the committee that a draft rewrite has been compiled and will shortly come to the 

Commission for review. The Committee briefly discussed timing of the plan review over the summer, with 

goal to be to approve plan and incorporate in MDP at next update for spring 2019.  

 

4. Adjourn  
The committee adjourned the meeting at 1:20pm. 

 


