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“From my observations, the predominant tree species in 
this wooded strip are Boxelder, Black Locust, and Poplar. 
Black Locust and Boxelder are considered as invasive 
species while poplar is fast growing and relatively short-
lived. 

None of these three species is particularly significant  for 
wildlife. In the understory in this area I noted several 
other invasive species including Buckthorn, Norway 
maple, Honeysuckle, Hedge Maple, and a small area of 
Japanese Knotweed. I also observed pieces of asphalt 
and concrete visible at the surface indicating that the site 
may have once been used for the disposal of construction 
debris. 

As was suggested and discussed during our site visit, it 
would be beneficial to consider planting some native 
tree and shrub seedlings along the south edge of the 
property line once the clearing work has been completed 
to encourage the regeneration of these more desirable 
species that would provide additional food and cover for 
any birds and other wildlife that may be using this area.”

Vincent Comai (VJ) – Burlington City Arborist
May 21, 2018

Estimated number of trees to be replanted within Project Site:
82

Evergreen:   37
Deciduous:   45

Diversity of tree species to be planted:   14
Diversity of understory species to be planted:  20+

Percentage of new plantings considered Native:  85-90%

In addition:
• naturalized wetland seeding mix

• woodland wildflower mix to be spread as understory
in impacted wooded area

# in impacted 
project area:  35

# in impacted 
project area:  32

# in impacted 
project area:  51

Numerous seedlings
scattered throughout 
the site up 10 ft in 
height

Site Measurements: 
• Maximum intrusion into wooded area:    80 ft
• This includes the pathway thru the forested area
• Maximum intrusion into wooded area by parking 

Process:
• Note all major species and sizes of trees within 

impacted project area
• Count all trees 8 inches or above;  smaller than this 

size are considered weak and scrub-like
• Note pervasive understory growth and general 

condition and density of site

Observations:
• Nearly all trees and understory in the impacted area 

are considered invasive and undesirable in the State 
of Vermont

• Most of the site is composed of scrub, weak, and 
leaning trees with multiple dead limbs.  Extensive 
construction debris is found throughout the 
impacted area.

• Much of the area is light in density, with large swaths 
of only understory invasives occupying the space

• #’s of each tree type within the designated impacted 
area are listed next to each observed tree species


