
planBTV:
Presentation to: Planning Commission 

July 1o, 2018

Burlington’s Comprehensive Plan 

draft outline



planBTV Draft Review  |   Presented to Planning Commission July 10, 2018 2

Topics

• Review Draft Plan Outline

• Discuss Themes

• Discuss Geographic Focus Areas
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Current Plan Organization
The plan includes 80 policy statements and over 125 action items that outline how we will achieve this vision. 

80 125+x policy statements x action items

LAND USE 

ENERGY

HOUSING

FACILITIES & 
SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

EDUCATION

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

These policies and actions cover a range of topics. 
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Major Elements of Updated Plan

Welcome to 
planBTV!

This section will outline the 
purpose & role of the plan, 
statutory authority, and a 

brief history of planning in 
Burlington. 

Part 1:

Burlington Today

This will provide a framing 
snapshot of Burlington 

today-- both in narrative and 
by presenting some basic 

demographic and other data 
points.

+
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Welcome to planBTV

“planBTV: Comprehensive Plan is the city’s long range plan for land use and 
development. This plan is like a road map—it gives us the big picture view of where we 

are and where we are going, and points us in the general direction for how to get there. It 
presents a vision for land use and development over the next 10-20 years.”

The Purpose of the Plan

“planBTV” is actually a collection of plans, rooted in the Comprehensive Plan, which 
provide this vision for land use and development and action steps to implement: 
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Burlington Today A Snapshot of Characteristics

“Burlington is at the heart of an urbanizing region 
that is the principal economic and cultural engine 
for the northern Champlain Valley, as well as the 
state of Vermont. 

The city itself is the largest and most intensely 
developed community in Vermont, serving  its 
neighboring communities with urban amenities. 
But Burlington is also a small city, with both a 
geographic footprint and a population much 
smaller than the cities and metropolitan areas 
which are frequently considered to be its peers. 
The city is compact and serves as a central place 
of commerce, housing, education, industry, 
and government. Its development pattern and 
architectural characteristics are consistent with the 
personality of historic New England. In many ways, 
it is a traditional Vermont village in both form and 
function.” 

42, 239 total 
population

<50,000 2050 population 
forecast

6,457 acres of land 

11.9% foreign-born 
persons
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Burlington Today A Snapshot of Characteristics

Will not be an exhaustive profile, but will focus on providing key data primarily around:

Land Use Housing Population Economy



planBTV Draft Review  |   Presented to Planning Commission July 10, 2018 8

Major Elements of Updated Plan

Welcome to 
planBTV!

This section will outline the 
purpose & role of the plan, 
statutory authority, and a 

brief history of planning in 
Burlington. 

Part 1:

Burlington Today

This will provide a framing 
snapshot of Burlington 

today-- both in narrative and 
by presenting some basic 

demographic and other data 
points.

+

Our Plan for 
Burlington

This section will introduce 
the plan’s vision and land use 

planning framework at the 
highest level. 

Part 2:
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Our Plan for BTV Vision & Future Land Use

planBTV Vision
“planBTV is all about ensuring that Burlington continues to be a sustainable core city at the heart 

of a regional population that is dynamic, and evolves in a way that preserves its distinctive identity, 
enables it to become more inclusive, and strengthens its connections. This plan provides a big 

picture view of where we are going, guided by these characteristics and values.”

planBTV’s land use framework
 Focuses on core areas that we will Preserve, Maintain, and Evolve: 
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Major Elements of Updated Plan

Welcome to 
planBTV!

This section will outline the 
purpose & role of the plan, 
statutory authority, and a 

brief history of planning in 
Burlington. 

Part 1:

Burlington Today

This will provide a framing 
snapshot of Burlington 

today-- both in narrative and 
by presenting some basic 

demographic and other data 
points.

+

Our Plan for 
Burlington

This section will introduce 
the plan’s vision and land use 

planning framework at the 
highest level. 

Part 2:

Policies & Actions 

This section will be 
organized by the 4 themes, 

with narrative about why this 
theme is important, followed 

by the related policies & 
actions.

Land Use Plan

This section will be 
organized by the mixed-use 
cores and corridors that are 
represented on the “Evolve” 
map, and their 5-10 minute 

walk radii. 
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Our Plan for BTV Themes for Policies & Actions

Burlington is an ‘urban village’—a small community that is a major growth center in Chittenden County 
and Vermont. It is also though a leader, addressing its current needs and embracing the future by utiliz-
ing innovative solutions that adhere to principles of environmental, economic, and social sustainability

Burlington is...

Burlington has a rich architectural legacy, set within an exceptional natural setting, which together 
provide the foundation for its vital economy, human-scale environment, and high quality of life. It will 
remain the core of a regional population, economic and cultural center, and will grow in a way that 
allows it to meet its current and future needs without compromising these celebrated characteristics

Burlington will grow in a way that is equitable for both its current and future residents. The city wel-
comes and embraces residents of diverse social, demographic, and economic backgrounds and
of all abilities. It is accessible, affordable, provides meaningful jobs for all skill levels, and robust oppor-
tunities for participation in decision-making. In particular, Burlington is part of a region that, together, 
shares in the responsibility of providing a diverse housing stock and a healthy job market.

Burlington is an open and welcoming community that evolves through the careful coordination of 
land use and development. This well-planned growth preserves, enhances, and fosters integrity with-
in and among the city’s physical, social and environmental systems.

DYNAMIC

DISTINCTIVE

INCLUSIVE

CONNECTED



planBTV Draft Review  |   Presented to Planning Commission July 10, 2018 12

Our Plan for BTV

Burlington as a Dynamic City focuses on:

Maintaining Burlington’s role 
as a regional growth center

Meeting the basic needs of 
residents in a way that is 
environmentally, socially, 
and economically sustainable

Evolving in response to  new 
and chronic challenges, 

rather than being static at a 
point in time

Becoming a Net Zero 
Community

Adaptation and Resiliency to 
Climate Change

Economic Vitality

Being a leader of/center for 
innovation and problem 

solving
Diverse economic, housing, 
and transportation options

Themes for Policies & Actions
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Our Plan for BTV

Burlington as a Distinctive City focuses on:

Natural features and context

Architecture and 
built environment

Mixed-use centers

Community and 
neighborhood character

Social and cultural 
diversity

Our place in history and our 
place in the future

Being a center for innovation 
and technology

Being a center for education 
and healthcare

Arts & Entertainment

Industry & Agriculture

Themes for Policies & Actions
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Our Plan for BTV

Burlington as an Inclusive City focuses on:

Diverse economy and job 
market

Reliable housing access
Social and cultural 

acceptanceCommunity services

Access to education

Affordable childcare

Responsive government

Community engagement

Accessibility for all regard-
less of ability, age, gender, 
socio-economic status, or 

background

Themes for Policies & Actions
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Our Plan for BTV

Burlington as a Connected City focuses on:

Coordinated land use and 
development with 

transportation, utilities, 
natural environment

considerations

People and place

Economy and the natural 
environment

Transportation systems: 
reliability, access, and 

options

Connections between 
recreation and the natural 

environment

Management of public 
utilities and facilities

Opportunities for diverse 
cultures and backgrounds to 

interact and engage

Economic, social, and 
physical connections to the 

larger region 

Themes for Policies & Actions
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Our Plan for BTV Land Use Plan Framework

• North Ave Corridor
• Shelburne Rd Corridor
• Pine Street Corridor/

Enterprise LM District
• North Street/ North 

Winooski NMU
• Downtown Core
• Institutional Core 

Campuses/ Colchester Ave 
& Main Street Corridors


