
Ward 5 NPA meeting November 16, 2017 

Daft minutes 

Start: 7:05pm   

Steering Committee member present-Alec Bauer, Joanna Grossman, Elisa Nelson, Bill Keogh   

1) Open Forum 

A -Johanna Grossman announced that she had won a seat on the City Market Board and that City 

Market had opened its new location on Flynn Ave today. 

B – Andy Simon proposed a resolution regarding Burlington Telecom.  Alec and Johanna reminded 

everyone that Ward 5 bylaws require that a resolution be warned publicly in advance, or the resolution 

can be proposed at a meeting and voted on at the next meeting.  Alec offered to consider a straw vote 

this evening or to call a special meeting at a later date if the NPA desired.  The resolution was tabled 

until later in the meeting. 

C – Elisa Nelson, Ward Clerk announced that she is looking for people willing to work at the elections 

next March.  Interested people can contact her at enelson@burlingtonvt.gov 

D – Ibnar asked that we have someone come to the NPA to talk about the All NPA wards sponsored 

Memorial Auditorium meeting.  Alec confirmed that Jim Holway is scheduled to address the issue at the 

December 21st Ward 5 meeting 

2) Champlain College update – Sandy Yusen, Communications Champlain College 

Champlain College has 2,100 students enrolled, plus some students in Dublin and in 

Montreal.  Champlain provides 1,500 beds on campus and in the community in 

various locations.  There are 300 commuter students which leaves 300 students in 

general community housing.  There are additional students in Champlain’s online 

programs.  Champlain College has committed to house 90% of their students.  

Currently about 25% of students are from Vermont and 75% are from elsewhere. 

John Caulo said that 194 St. Paul aka Eagles Landing, formerly the Eagles 

club, will have 105 apartments varying from studio apartments up to 4 

bedrooms and will provide an additional 314 beds.  It is expected that 

juniors and seniors will live there.  In addition there are some mixed use 

spaces on the ground floor to add to the vibrancy of the street.  66 

parking spaces will be available, 55 of which will be available to the 

public because Champlain students are required to park at the Gilbane 

parking lot off of Lakeside Ave.  

The project is on schedule and expected to open around July 15th. 
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3) Fran Brock from Burlington Education Association (BEA) and a teacher at Burlington High School – 

announced that post-strike the final contract details are still being ironed out.  Uncertain how much 

longer the final agreement will take.  Para Educators are negotiating their contract now.  This week the 

students are performing a play “The Drowsy Chaperone”.  Students are off all next week; teachers have 

in-service on Monday and Tuesday. 

Issues – Achievement gap – study committee is working on this 
 Amount of time teachers have for academic vs non-teaching activities. 
 Teachers have no time to sit in on more committees 
 
Q - Goal timeline for ratification of contract? A – Hopefully very soon 

Q – Where do we stand in options? A – More contract negotiations state wide this year caused back up  

Champlain Elementary parents are very concerned about the ratio of adults to students in the lunch 

room.  Students feel the number of adults at lunch is unfair and adults are yelling.  There need to be 

more adults in the lunchroom.  A student suggested that peer mediators might be able to help.  Fran 

suggested that the Principal needs to communicate with the Superintendent who brings it to the school 

board to build into the next budget.   

4) Chapin Spencer DPW - updates on the Champlain Parkway 

Q – Have there been any changes in the design since the traffic 

study. A – Some mid-block crossings have been installed and 

some raised tables at intersections have been added to slow the 

flow of traffic.  No changes materially affect the traffic study.  

Q – Is this the route or can it be changed? A – After 50 years of 

planning, this is the route.  If the City does not go ahead and 

build this the Federal Government will ask Burlington to repay 

all the money the Feds have spent. 

Q – Will the entrance to the new City Market change with the parkway? A – Currently there is only 1 

access driveway from Flynn Ave.  This was done to accommodate neighbors’ concerns about cut-

through traffic from other streets.  Once the parkway opens there is a second driveway on Briggs St to 

accommodate traffic.  A neighbor detailed some of the neighborhood concerns about City Market and 

they have a “wait and see” attitude. 

Recent improvements to the Parkway  

a) Utilities will be underground on Lakeside Ave 

b) Vermont Railway has agreed to abandon the “grocery spur” by Champlain College which means there 

is one less railroad crossing required.  



c) The route is 25mph from Home Ave all the way to Battery St. 

 

There will be storm water retention ponds along Flynn and the Parkway which should help with Lake 

Cumby. 

Looking into flashing red beacon on Flynn near City Market 

There will be traffic lights at the intersection of the parkway with Home Ave, Flynn Ave, Sears Lane, 

Lakeside Ave, Maple St and King St. 

Q – Why are there no rotaries?  Rotaries work in certain circumstances terrains and would require a new 

traffic study.  The City is looking for ways to have flexibility to make future improvements once the 

parkway is built. 

Parkway will go out to bid in 2018 with construction starting in 2019. North portion construction will 

start first.  There is a commitment to not work on certain sections of the parkway while the Shelburne 

Rd roundabout is under construction.   

The Railyard Enterprise project is a way to remove some truck traffic from the neighborhoods.  The City 

is working with the State instead of the Feds to try to fast track. 

5) City Council update from Joan Shannon and Chip Mason 

Burlington Telecom update – Council gave Keep Burlington telecom Local (KBTL) and Ting/Tucows and 

chance to consider collaboration. Despite a serious attempt, 

it was unsuccessful.  Now the process is opened back up to 

all 4 of the original finalists to resubmit offers by 3pm on 

Monday November 20th.  Offers will be immediately shared 

with the public for review.  On Monday November 27th the 

Council is charged with picking a finalist.  A subcommittee is 

working on the voting process to determine the finalist.  If 

the council does not get through this process and have a 

signed purchase and sale agreement by December 31, 2017, then the City loses 15% of the proceeds. 

Both Chip Mason and Joan Shannon welcome emails, phone calls, and text with resident’s opinions.  You 

can also share your opinion with the full council at: BTfeedback@burlingtonvt.gov 

6)  Alec revisited the open forum request for the Ward 5 NPA to have a straw vote on the proposed 

resolution regarding Ward % supporting a vote for KBTL.  Alec asked the group to vote on if they wanted 

a straw vote, Andy Simon seconded the motion.  By a count of hands the vote failed and there was no 

straw poll. 

End: 9:00pm Minutes taken by Elisa Nelson 
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