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Conservation Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 3, 2019 – 5:30 pm 

Planning & Zoning Conference Room – City Hall Lower Level 
149 Church Street 

 
Attendance   

 Board Members: Zoe Richards (ZR), Ryan Crehan (RC), Jeff Severson (JS), Don Meals (DM), Matt 
Moore (MM), Stephanie Young (SY) 

 Absent: Ellen Kujawa (EK), Miles Waite (MW) 

 Public:  

 Staff: Scott Gustin (Planning & Zoning), Dan Cahill (Parks & Recreation) 
 

ZR, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.  

 

Minutes 
Meeting minutes of April 1, 2019 
  
A MOTION was made by DM and SECONDED by MM to accept the April 1 minutes as written. 
 
Vote: 5-0-1, motion carried.   
 

Board Comment 
ZR noted that Ellen Kujawa is stepping down.  She also noted that tonight is Jeff Severson’s last meeting 
with the Board.  JS provided a brief overview of how the Conservation Board was put together.   
 
ZR made a resolution thanking Jeff for his years of service.  MM seconded.   
Vote: 5-0-1. 
 
ZR, we are intending to have the first section of the Burlington Wildways open and signed on a pilot basis 
this summer.  It will extend from Salmon Hole along the trail to Caulkins and across the Intervale Center 
and up to Ethan Allen Homestead and finally to Ethan Allen Park.   

 

Public Comment  
None. 
 

Open Space Subcommittee 
 

1. Open Space Protection Plan 
 
MM noted discussion of the Open Space Protection Plan.  The subcommittee reviewed history 
and items that might be addressed in a new plan.  The subcommittee came away with a couple of 
to-do’s: Rationale for doing the update and articulation of a process outline.  ZR noted that climate 
change should be included in an updated plan.  She noted the need to protect urban biodiversity,   
natural systems, and ecosystem services.  DM, wonders what the city could do the protect 
biodiversity that the state is not presently doing.  Does the city have the authority and the energy 
to impose additional requirements or criteria?  MM, is the OSPP an aspirational thing?  How does 
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it fit into the current framework of plans and ordinances?  ZR, saving the natural areas we’ve got 
is the most effective way to address climate change.   
 
JS, for Arms we tied the conservation priorities directly to the state’s overall plan for preserving 
biodiversity statewide.  He does not see it driving new regulations.  Dan Cahill said that a clear 
plan plays an important role in decision making and in establishing priorities.  RC, just from a 
climate change standpoint, our area has become 15% - 20% wetter over the past 30 years.  MM, 
we need to be clear as to why we’re doing it, and we need to be able to use the end result.   

 
2. Arms Forest Scoping Study & Stewardship 

 
Dan Cahill mentioned the Arms forest work that’s underway.  We know the property is special, 
and we’re finding out its even more special.  Its’ held by 5 different landowners.  The city has hired 
a consultant to perform a scoping study regarding the trails – with the ecology guiding access and 
use.  Stakeholder meetings will be held.  Information will be gathered as to uses and importance 
as to aspects of the forest.  Consultants are to produce 3 different alternatives.  Once a preferred 
alternative is selected the consultant will assist in figuring out how to implement it.  This scoping 
study will help guide decision-making as to use of funding for forest management.   
 
DM, have there been any big surprises from the public as to this matter?  Dan Cahill, not really.  
There have been some disparate views from shared use of the forest to basically keeping it a 
secret.   
 
MM, Chris Boget gave an update on Rock Point.  The Conservation easement is due to close in 
July.   

 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM. 


