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Conservation Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 7, 2019 – 5:30 pm 

Planning & Zoning Conference Room – City Hall Lower Level 
149 Church Street 

 
Attendance   

 Board Members: Zoe Richards (ZR), Ryan Crehan (RC), Hannah Brislin (HB), Miles Waite (MW), 
Rebecca Roman (RR), Matt Moore (MM), Stephanie Young (SY) 

 Absent: Don Meals (DM) 

 Public:  

 Staff: Scott Gustin (Permitting & Inspections), Lee Perry (Public Works) 
 

MW, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m.  

 

Minutes 
Meeting minutes of September 9, 2019 
  
A MOTION was made by ZR and SECONDED by RR to accept the September 9 minutes as written. 
 
Vote: 7-0-0, motion carried.   
 

Board Comment 
MW congratulated ZR for the Wildways front cover on the Burlington Free Press recently. 
 
SY noted next Thursday is the Arms Forest workshop at the Miller Center.   
 
ZR mentioned that Elks is unwilling to sell or convey land as part of the Arms conservation effort.  The city 
is going forward with its work on Arms.   
 

Public Comment  
None. 
 

Open Space Subcommittee 
ZR said that the subcommittee discussed the definition of Urban Wilds and potentially revamping it. 
Possibly expand its applicability beyond city-owned parkland.  She said that Alicia Daniel is working with a 
group of ecologists in assessing some of the more wild spaces in the city.  Their work may contribute to 
this item.   
 
SG summed up a rough timeline for moving ahead with an update of the Open Space Protection Plan.  
The Open Space Subcommittee can work to more fully flesh out what an update would include and 
whether consultant services should be considered.  After the first of the year is most likely for starting this 
preliminary work for a re-write.   
 

Project Review 

1. 20-0317CU; 702 Lake Street (UR, Ward 4N/3C) City of Burlington  
Renewal of seasonal snow storage on urban reserve parcel 
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Lee Perry appeared on behalf of this application. 
 
Mr. Perry stated that originally the site was a large bowl.  Presently, the site is surrounded by a swale and 
a berm. Runoff cannot leave the site outside of the swale.  Mr. Perry provided an aerial photo of the site 
and pointed out the snow storage area in back.  Melting tends to be slow and prolonged.  Garbage is 
picked up periodically as the snow melts.  DPW hauls snow approximately 10X per year.   
 
RC, do you ever see surface runoff leaving the site?  Mr. Perry, no. 
 
MM, is there a formal stormwater management plan for the site?  Mr. Perry replied that he’s not sure, but 
the way the site is designed handles the meltwater.   
 
RC, do you know what the soils are here?  Mr. Perry, it’s the same as in the rest of the downtown 
waterfront.  MW said that the RR tracks are approximately the limit of the filled lands.   
 
MW said he had been involved with the nearby “Flying A” site in prior years.   
 
RR asked about salt impacts from the meltwater.  RC mentioned that the nearby cattails are salt tolerant.  
He also said that absorption into the ground is better than running down the access road.  Mr. Perry said 
that the site is well contained. 
 
MM asked about the 2-year zoning permit limit. SG noted that all zoning permit issued for properties within 
the urban reserve are temporary.  Doing so is intentional so as to not preclude future city decisions as to 
what to do with the reserve long term.   
 
A MOTION was made by RC and SECONDED by SY: 
 
Approve the application with the regular 2-year timeframe.   

 
Discussion: Does the city have a stormwater/meltwater plan on paper for this site?  Next time, a written 
plan should be provided. 

 
Condition: Monitor to prevent surface flow discharge from the site.   

 
Vote: 7-0-0, motion carried.   
 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 6:17 PM. 


